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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT: ELGIN 2017-03-26.
With the AGM done and dusted, we looked forward to our next outing. Near Elgin, within sight of the
N2, lies the “Hickory Shack” and Brian Roy took us there for (what is fast becoming very popular) an
early-to-rise breakfast/brunch run. The drive to that part of the Western Cape is always a treat – and on
a lovely, balmy day such as today it was tops down all the way.
Having set our PVR’s to record the first F1 race of the 2017 season, the following Members met at
Somerset Lakes for the jaunt to Elgin: Chris and Daphne Foster; Keith and Fiona Dexter; Brian Roy; Jack
Bates and Lori Loudon; Hennie Roodt; George and Anna-Marie Slade; Bob and Desiree Tose; Bob and
Sally Thynne; Benny and Jackie Mirehouse; Gerald and Jocelyn Poswell; Howard and Mary-Lisa Sabatta;
Richard and Hazel Carolin; Philip and Helene Fouche (sporting a shiny white new MK 4!); Uys van Zijl;
Alan Hughes; Alan Collingridge and Hilary Smith with yours truly and the other half making up the party.
Joining us as guests were Jonathan Gerhardi and his good lady, Zoe. Jonathan had an MX-5 which he
sold to Benny and Jackie Mirehouse. However, he soon realised that life was a little dreary without it
and then promptly went out and bought another one!
Sahal Yacoob, Mike and Renee Bampfield-Duggan and Derrill and Barbara Papendorf also confirmed
attendance but could not make the outing due to last minute, unforeseen circumstances.
Apologies were received from David and Karin Wantling, Keith and Christine Clark and Roberto Toscano.

Above: lining up in front of the Hickory Shack.
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Our venue, the Hickory Shack, (photo above, taken from the smoke-house) specialize in American style
smoked foods. They are
especially well-known for their
softer-than-a-bag-full-ofMarshmallows (but far tastier,
believe me!) Beef Brisket. Items
like Pulled Pork and Pork Ribs
are also highly recommended.
The food and ambience are
great but perhaps they can
reconsider serving drinks in jam
jars – some of us prefer plain,
ordinary glasses! Right: Joanita
Koch and Uys van Zijl. Bring vir
my ‘n glas, asseblief!
I really enjoyed the Brisket – and I’m definitely going back to try the Ribs! Or the Pulled Pork. Or the
Chicken …….. whatever. Everything our Members ordered was just top-notch and no complaints were
heard. And that’s the way we want it!
At the Hickory Shack, Benny
Mirehouse (pic right, taken
at Die Hut, with Allan
Collingridge, Jackie and Rob
Toscano) approached me
with the news that, due to
pressing personal
circumstances, he and
Jackie are returning to their
native England. This,
regrettably, is a permanent
move.
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After joining our merry gang of MX-5 enthusiasts, Benny and Jackie slotted in seamlessly and soon
cemented good friendships among the rest of the gang. We will definitely miss them and wish them –
and especially Benny – only the very best for the future. Let us know from time to time how things are,
Benny and Jackie. And if you ever visit our shores again, you know how and where to get hold of us!
Below: George Slade reacts “with delight” after being “democratically elected” to handle the table’s
finances. Giving him moral support are (f.l.t.r.) Brian Roy, Anna-Marie Slade, Chris and Daphne Foster,
Gerald Poswell and Richard and Hazel Carolin.

Our next outing will be the popular Treasure Hunt on Easter Sunday, the 16th April. And yes, it’ll be Jack
Bates and Lori Loudon arranging the event – so expect fun and excitement! Jack relieved me of A Good
Few Thousand at the Hickory Shack – to buy Extremely Expensive Prizes for the Hunt, he claimed. Now:
everybody who know me also know that I don’t part with money easily or voluntarily, so those prizes
had better be worth it – something like a nice, new MX-5 RF would do me just fine, thank you.
Thanks to Brian Roy for a great outing and everybody else who made today so great – see you all on the
16th April!
Regards to all

