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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT: MOORREESBURG 2017-01-29.
Usually, January is a “rest and recuperate” month for Members of this Club. Because usually, we end our
year with an AGM held in December and then usually, after resting (ourselves) and recuperating (our
finances) in January, we get together for our first outing in February.
But unusually our AGM was postponed – due to circumstances beyond our control, I hasten to add - and
some Members couldn’t wait for February to get together again. A January outing was suggested at first
by Rod Manson then by Gerald Poswell, and I thought “well what the heck – can’t do much harm to go
for a jaunt in January. Probably will only be one or two of us who’d want to go anyway..”
So – literally within an hour (if not less!) we had a venue arranged and sent out the invites to Members.
And received a great, wonderful surprise at the number who responded!
We got together in
Melkbosstrand (see pics
left and below) which had
probably never seen so
many MX-5’s before!
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From Melkbosstrand we set off on the long trek to Moorreesburg and joining yours truly and Die Baasss
were:
 From the Deep South - Jack and Lori Bates; Allan Collingridge and Benny and Jackie Mirehouse.
Allan and Benny, instead of following my route map, followed the GPS route map and travelled
to Melkbosstrand via Morning Star. Eish! Chris and Daphne Foster also indicated that they were
joining us but were later forced to cancel.
 From the Helderberg (travelling all the way without an overnight stop, even) were Keith and
Fiona Dexter; Bob and Desiree Tose. André and Nerine Davis also joined us but came directly
from Citrusdal where they were camping.
 And all the way from the Greater Pampoenkraal Metropolis came Keith and Christine Clark;
Derrill Papendorf; Rod Manson and Soné Mouton and Paul Burger.
 And finally, from closer to home, came Charmaine Jackson and friend Matthew; Roberto Toscano
and Events guru Brian Roy.
After much deliberation (and with the help
of Rod Manson, who’s knowledge of our
roads is simply encyclopedic!) we
eventually decided to take the direct (N7)
route from Melkbosstrand to Malmesbury,
where we would take the R45 thru’ the
farmlands to our destination. Yes, it’s a
long(ish) and mostly boring journey but
certain – most! - parts could be negotiated
safely without the interference of the local
constabulary. And some of us made good
use of that privilege!
(Right: Moorreesburg guard dogs are
something else. Just look at the size of
those ….. errrr… that dog…….)
Our venue was a restaurant called “Die Hut” (www.diehut.co.za) situated on a farm – virtually in the
dead centre of the town. (Reminiscent of the famous Paarl wine estates!) The amiable hosts are Sharón
(on duty in the kitchen) and Johan, who mans the well-stocked pub. They have a good menu with
reasonable prices – and quantity is not a problem! On Sundays they serve a buffet which offers
everything: from Kerrie Afval (Tripe ‘n Trotters) to gammon to chicken pie to lamb roast to stews – with
vegies to accompany every dish. Starters included freshly baked bread – man, that aroma as we arrived!
– with a choice of desserts.
(Right: Benny
Mirehouse; Allan
Collingridge;
Jackie Mirehouse
and Roberto
Toscano.)
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Apart from the huge variety on offer, it’s a traditional buffet: you serve yourself with as much as you
want and as often as you want. And all of this for R150-00 p.p. – VAT and tips included!
Although it wasn’t as hot as Moorreesburg is sometimes notorious
for, the venue’s air conditioners were up to the job. There is also a
huge pool to cool off but none of our Members availed themselves
of it. Maybe next time!
And yes – judging by the reaction of our Members today, I certainly
won’t be surprised if there is indeed a next time. All agreed that the
venue offers great value, a relaxing ambience and great food. To
quote Rob Toscano: “this is my kind of place – great pub, great grub
and plenty of it!” You know, there are actually three separate
seating areas. One area can accommodate some 50 people, is air
conditioned and is served from the same kitchen. 2017 AGM,
anybody?
(Right: Keith Dexter. Glance over his right shoulder and you’ll see the
pool shimmering in the background)
(Right: Rod
Manson; Derrill
Papendorf and
Brian Roy. In
the background
(facing) are Bob
and Desiree
Tose)
Final Thought:
if a spur-of-themoment outing
such as today’s
proves to be so
much fun, I
can’t wait for
the rest of
2017!!
Final Thought, V2: Remember the 2016 AGM on 25 February! We need you there!
Regards to all

